
Barcelona Supercomputing Center at the former Chapel Torre Girona

http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.html[03/07/2014 11:43:18]

Slate

Slate
Atlas Obscura
Your Guide to the World's Hidden Wonders
July 2 2014 12:46 PM

The 19th-Century Church Dominated by a Supercomputer
162
173
7

By Ella Morton
 

Photo:Barcelona Supercomputing Center - National Supercomputing Center (BSC-CNS)/Creative Commons

Atlas Obscura on Slate is a blog about the world's hidden wonders. Like us on Facebook, Tumblr, or follow us on Twitter
@atlasobscura.

Within the stone walls of the former Chapel Torre Girona in Barcelona, a supercomputer is bleep-blorping its way toward
breakthroughs in human genome research, astrophysics, and weather forecasting.

The 19th-Century church building—now deconsecrated—is home to the Barcelona Supercomputing Center. Its star supercomputer,
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MareNostrum, is encased in a glass box that runs the length of the chapel. Operational since 2005, MareNostrum is a 10,240-core
IBM PowerPC computer capable of 63.8 FLOPS—63.8 trillion floating-point operations per second.

In 2012, researchers at the Barcelona Supercomputing Center reported on their use of MareNostrum to simulate the structure of
triple helix DNA in a vacuum. The study contributed new data to the field of antigen therapy, a developing approach to disease
that involves switching off activity in the relevant genes.

Visit Atlas Obscura for more on the Barcelona Supercomputing Center.

Photo:Barcelona Supercomputing Center - National Supercomputing Center (BSC-CNS)/Creative Commons

http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/barcelona-supercomputing-center
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ibm_research_zurich/14366478626


Barcelona Supercomputing Center at the former Chapel Torre Girona

http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.html[03/07/2014 11:43:18]

Photo:Barcelona Supercomputing Center - National Supercomputing Center (BSC-CNS)/Creative Commons

Loading...

This former mine in Poland has
a chapel carved from salt,

including salt crystal
chandeliers

Skeletons dressed in
extravagant 18th-century royal
costumes cavort in the aisles of

this German basilica

Can you spot the Sith Lord at
Washington National Cathedral?

Related places on the Atlas Obscura:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ibm_research_zurich/14386233721
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/wieliczka-salt-mine?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/wieliczka-salt-mine?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/wieliczka-salt-mine?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/wieliczka-salt-mine?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/wieliczka-salt-mine?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/skeletons-waldsassen-basillica-dt?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/skeletons-waldsassen-basillica-dt?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/skeletons-waldsassen-basillica-dt?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/skeletons-waldsassen-basillica-dt?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/skeletons-waldsassen-basillica-dt?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/darth-vader-grotesque?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/darth-vader-grotesque?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/darth-vader-grotesque?utm_source=slate&utm_medium=related_widget&utm_campaign=ext_article


Barcelona Supercomputing Center at the former Chapel Torre Girona

http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.html[03/07/2014 11:43:18]

PROMOTED STORIES

4 consumer social signals you can’t afford to ignore
Gigya

Watch the stunning sunsets in Antarctica AFAR

Stephen C. Meyer: Is intelligent design science?
Signature in the Cell  YouTube

Data Scientists Move Big Data Beyond the Sizzle Big

Data Forum

Who Wrote the Bible? Learnist

MORE FROM SLATE

Entrepreneurs Are Preparing for Burning Man

Nightmare Wasps Build Nests With Corpses

What Should Swimmers Do if They’re in Danger of
Drowning? 

Lost Under Water for 25 Years, This Destroyed Town
Now Has One Resident

View Barcelona Supercomputing Center-Centro Nacional de Supercomputación in a larger map

Visit Atlas Obscura for more on the Barcelona Supercomputing Center.
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Obscura. Follow her on Twitter.

REPRINT PRINT EMAIL
162
173
7
 
UP NEXT

 Here’s What You Need to Know if You Insist on Making Apple Pie for the Fourth of July

A 19th-Century Panorama of the Beautiful, Reeking River Thames 

PROMOTED STORIES

Physicist and artist unveil designs for
warp-speed spacecraft EarthSky

How Squatters Took Over a 45-Story
Office Building

Want to Really Get Away From it All? Stay in This
Invisible Hotel Room.

http://blog.gigya.com/white-paper-marketers-wake-up-4-social-consumer-signals-you-cant-afford-to-ignore/
http://www.afar.com/highlights/sunset-over-the-ice?context=wanderlist&context_id=27120
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=_6xRGtJHC1E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=_6xRGtJHC1E
http://www.big-dataforum.com/368/data-scientist-move-organizations-beyond-sizzle
http://learni.st/users/580/boards/27883-who-wrote-the-bible
http://www.slate.com/blogs/moneybox/2014/07/02/five_ideas_for_burning_man_that_silicon_valley_entrepreneurs_are_preparing.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/wild_things/2014/07/02/bone_house_wasp_nests_new_species_uses_ants_in_its_nest_possibly_for_olfactory.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2014/07/drowning_prevention_video_what_should_swimmers_in_danger_do_to_avoid_drowning.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2014/07/drowning_prevention_video_what_should_swimmers_in_danger_do_to_avoid_drowning.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/06/17/villa_epecu_n_in_argentina_is_a_former_resort_village_turned_flooded_ghost.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/06/17/villa_epecu_n_in_argentina_is_a_former_resort_village_turned_flooded_ghost.html
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=202602648999716331472.0004fd36808d351248216&ie=UTF8&t=m&ll=41.376809,2.109375&spn=8.242298,40.385742&z=5&source=embed
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/barcelona-supercomputing-center
http://www.atlasobscura.com/
http://www.atlasobscura.com/
https://twitter.com/ellamorton
http://www.slatereprints.com/reprint-products-quote-request/?cf2_field_17=http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.html&cf2_field_18=www.slate.com&cf2_field_19=A+Supercomputer+Has+Taken+Over+This+19th-Century+Church&cf2_field_20=09%2F20%2F2013
http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.single.html?print
mailto:?subject=Check%20out%20this%20piece%20on%20Slate&body=I%20thought%20you%20might%20like%20this%20article%20on%20Slate:%0AA%20Supercomputer%20Has%20Taken%20Over%20This%2019th-Century%20Church%0Ahttp://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?s=100&p[title]=A+Supercomputer+Has+Taken+Over+This+19th-Century+Church&p[summary]=Atlas+Obscura+on+Slate+is+a+blog+about+the+world%27s+hidden+wonders.+Like+us+on+Facebook,+Tumblr,+or+follow+us+on+Twitter+@atlasobscura.+Within+the+stone+walls+of+the+former+Chapel+Torre+Girona+in+Barcelona,+a+supercomputer+is+bleep-blorping+its+way+toward+breakthroughs+in+human+genome+research,+astrophysics,+and+weather...&p[ref]=sl_live&p[images][0]=http://www.slate.com/content/dam/slate/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona/14388554444_2fe88c41b2_h.jpg/_jcr_content/renditions/cq5dam.web.1280.1280.jpeg&p[url]=http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.html
mailto:?subject=Check%20out%20this%20piece%20on%20Slate&body=I%20thought%20you%20might%20like%20this%20article%20on%20Slate:%0AA%20Supercomputer%20Has%20Taken%20Over%20This%2019th-Century%20Church%0Ahttp://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/07/02/barcelona_supercomputing_center_at_the_former_chapel_torre_girona.html
http://clicks.parsely.com/v2/redirect?from=related&to=http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2014/07/01/how_to_peel_and_core_apples_for_your_apple_pie_quickly_and_without_fancy.html&apikey=slate.com
http://clicks.parsely.com/v2/redirect?from=related&to=http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2014/07/01/how_to_peel_and_core_apples_for_your_apple_pie_quickly_and_without_fancy.html&apikey=slate.com
http://clicks.parsely.com/v2/redirect?from=related&to=http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2014/07/01/how_to_peel_and_core_apples_for_your_apple_pie_quickly_and_without_fancy.html&apikey=slate.com
http://clicks.parsely.com/v2/redirect?from=related&to=http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/07/01/river_thames_panorama_history_image_of_19th_century_london.html&apikey=slate.com
http://clicks.parsely.com/v2/redirect?from=related&to=http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/07/01/river_thames_panorama_history_image_of_19th_century_london.html&apikey=slate.com
http://clicks.parsely.com/v2/redirect?from=related&to=http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/07/01/river_thames_panorama_history_image_of_19th_century_london.html&apikey=slate.com
http://earthsky.org/space/physicist-and-artist-unveil-designs-for-warp-speed-spacecraft
http://earthsky.org/space/physicist-and-artist-unveil-designs-for-warp-speed-spacecraft
http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/06/23/the_tower_of_david_in_caracas_venezuela.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/06/23/the_tower_of_david_in_caracas_venezuela.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/06/13/the_mirrorcube_is_part_of_sweden_s_treehotel_forest_accommodation.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/atlas_obscura/2014/06/13/the_mirrorcube_is_part_of_sweden_s_treehotel_forest_accommodation.html
http://www.globaltravelerusa.com/interactive-alien-hunting/
http://learni.st/users/60/boards/32015-9-ways-to-travel-the-world-for-free
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=kNCpBYus7ds

	slate.com
	Barcelona Supercomputing Center at the former Chapel Torre Girona




