
                              
 
 
 

New website pools hurricane predictions and tracks how 
they evolve  

Seasonal Hurricane Predictions promotes understanding of seasonal Atlantic hurricane 
forecasts and the different methods used to predict them 

 

(Barcelona, Colorado, London, 3 of August 2016). – Barcelona Supercomputing Center 
and Colorado State University in association with XL Catlin have launched a new website 
to track seasonal hurricane forecasts and the evolution of hurricane activity.  

Seasonal Hurricane Predictions brings together forecasts from major centers that 
specialize in Atlantic hurricane forecasting. It also offers extensive information to 
promote understanding of the factors that contribute to these meteorological 
phenomena, which can have devastating consequences, and to help explain why 
different seasonal forecast models can produce different predictions. 

Seasonal Hurricane Predictions has been created to pool predictions by university, 
government and private entities that carry out forecasts for the hurricane season, which 
officially runs from June 1st to November 30th, and to make them available to the wider 
public.  

The centers whose forecasts are presented on the website are: AccuWeather, Coastal 
Carolina University, Colorado State University, MDA Weather Services, North Carolina 
State University, The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Penn 
State University, The University of Arizona, Weatherbell Analytics, The Weather 
Company, WeatherTiger (all based in the U.S.), the Servicio Meteorológico Nacional of 
México, the Instituto Cubano de Meteorología (Cuba), StormGeo (Norway), Tropical 
Storm Risk at University College London, and the UK Met Office (United Kingdom). 

Using these predictions, the website shows the average number of hurricanes that are 
expected to affect the North Atlantic and those that have already occurred in the current 
season and the previous ones since 1966. A color code indicates the degree of activity 
forecast for the upcoming hurricane season. 

The website offers areas for non-specialists as well as more detailed information on each 
of the available forecasts. The site also provides an explanation for the general public 
on several climatic factors that influence hurricane activity in the Atlantic, as well as the 
aspects assigned greater importance by different predictions for the current hurricane 
season. The objective of this section is to help people understand hurricane variability 
and why there could be divergent predictions for the upcoming season.  

http://www.seasonalhurricanepredictions.org/


                              
 
 
 
Seasonal Hurricane Predictions has been developed by Barcelona Supercomputing 
Center and Colorado State University, who jointly carried out the scientific work, and 
the graphic designer Iskiam Jara, who was responsible for the design and 
implementation of the website. The project was sponsored by global re/insurer   XL 
Catlin. 

 

 

About Barcelona Supercomputing Center: Barcelona Supercomputing Center (BSC) is 
the national supercomputing center in Spain. BSC specializes in high performance 
computing (HPC), and its mission is two-fold: to provide infrastructure and 
supercomputing services to European scientists, and to generate knowledge and 
technology to transfer to business and society. 

BSC is a Severo Ochoa Center of Excellence and a first level hosting member of the 
European research infrastructure PRACE (Partnership for Advanced Computing in 
Europe). BSC also manages the Spanish Supercomputing Network (RES). 

BSC is a consortium that includes Spanish Government, Catalan Government and 
Technical University of Catalonia – Barcelona Tech. 

About Colorado State University: Colorado State University is a public research 
university located in Fort Collins, Colorado. The Tropical Meteorology Project, founded 
by the late Dr. William Gray, in the Department of Atmospheric Science at CSU 
pioneered seasonal hurricane predictions for the Atlantic basin. CSU began issuing 
predictions in 1984 and has issued annual predictions continuously since that time. 

About XL Catlin: XL Catlin is the global brand used by XL Group Ltd’s (NYSE:XL) insurance 
and reinsurance companies which provide property, casualty, professional and specialty 
products to industrial, commercial and professional firms, insurance companies and 
other enterprises throughout the world.  Clients look to XL Catlin for answers to their 
most complex risks and to help move their world forward. To learn more, visit 
xlcatlin.com. 

For more information, please contact: 

Barcelona Supercomputing Center: communication@bsc.es, +34 675 785 9 75 (Gemma Ribas) 

Colorado State University: philk@atmos.colostate.edu, +1 508 479 3925 (Phil Klotzbach) 

XL Catlin: brenna.ruiz-gordon@xlcatlin.com, +1 212 915 7052 (Brenna Ruiz-Gordon) 
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