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The IEEE Computer Society awards the Director of BSC in 
Orlando for his contribution in parallel computing

Mateo Valero received the Charles Babbage Award on May 31th in U.S.A.

Mateo Valero director of the Barcelona Supercomputing Center (BSC), has been awarded with the 2017 
IEEE Computer Society (IEEE-CS) Charles Babbage Award. The new award recognizes “contributions to 
parallel computation through brilliant technical work, mentoring PhD students, and building an incredibly 
productive European research environment.”

The prize, consisting of a certificate and a $1,000 honorarium, has been presented on May 31th at the annual 
IEEE-CS International Parallel and Distributed Processing Symposium (IPDPS 2017). At this event, Valero 
also gives a keynote speech on Runtime-Aware Architectures on June 1st.
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About Charles Babbage Award

The IEEE-CS Charles Babbage Award was established in memory of Charles Babbage in recognition of 
significant contributions in the field of parallel computation. This award covers all aspects of parallel 
computing including computational aspects, novel applications, parallel algorithms, theory of parallel 
computation, and parallel computing technologies, among others.

The IEEE-CS has given this award from 1989 to the most important personalities in computation fields, such 
as Irving S. Reed (who co-invent the famous error-correcting system called Reed-Salomon code), Frances 
Allen (a pioneer in the field of optimizing compilers and also one of the first women in this disciplines) and 
Yale Patt (who introduced in 1965 the WOS module, the first complex logic gate implemented on a single 
piece of silicon), among others. Mateo Valero is the only Spanish among the distinguished list of recipients.

For more information about the award, including a list of past recipients, visit 
computer.org/web/awards/charles-babbage.

About Mateo Valero

Valero’s research focuses on high-performance architectures. An IEEE and ACM Fellow and an Intel 
Distinguished Research Fellow, he has published approximately 700 papers, served in the organization of 
more than 300 international conferences, and given more than 500 invited talks. Valero is also the director of 
the Barcelona Supercomputing Center—the National Center of Supercomputing in Spain.
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Valero has been honored with several awards, including the 2007 IEEE/ACM Eckert-Mauchly Award, the 
2015 IEEE-CS Seymour Cray Award, the 2009 IEEE Harry Goode Award, the 2012 ACM Distinguished 
Service Award, the 2015 Euro-Par Achievement Award, the Spanish National Award Julio Rey Pastor, the 
Spanish National Award Leonardo Torres Quevedo, the King Jaime I Award given by the Valencian 
government, and the Research Award given by the Catalan Foundation for Research and Innovation. He has 
been named Honorary Doctor by the Universities of Chalmers, Belgrade, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, 
Zaragoza, Complutense de Madrid, Cantabria, Granada, Veracruz, and CINVESTAV. He is also a Hall of 
Fame member of the ICT European Program (selected in 2008 as one of the 25 most influential European 
researchers in IT from 1983–2008). He received the Aragón Award in 2008, which is the highest recognition 
granted by the government of Aragón, and the Creu de Sant Jordi in 2016, which is the highest recognition 
granted by the Catalan government. of Supercomputing in Spain.

Valero became a founding member of the Royal Academy of Engineering of Spain in 1994. He was also 
elected a member of the Royal Academy of Sciences and Arts of Barcelona (2006) and the Academy of 
Europe (2009), as well as Correspondent Academic of the Spanish Royal Academy of Exact, Physical, and 
Natural Sciences (2005) and the Mexican Academy of Sciences (2012).

Valero obtained his telecommunications engineering degree from the Technical University of Madrid 
(UPM) in 1974 and his PhD in telecommunications from the Polytechnic University of Catalonia (UPC) in 
1980. He has been teaching at UPC since 1974, and has been a full professor in the Computer Architecture 
Department since 1983. He has also been a visiting professor at ENSIMAG in France and at the University 
of California, Los Angeles. He has been chair of the Computer Architecture Department at UPC (1983-1984, 
1986-1987, 1989-1990, and 2001-2005) and the Dean of the Computer Engineering School (1984-1985). the 
highest recognition granted by the Catalan government. of Supercomputing in Spain.

In 1998, Valero won a “Favourite Son” Award from his home town, Alfamén (Zaragoza), and in 2006, 
Alfamén named their public college after him.

About IEEE Computer Society

IEEE Computer Society, the computing industry’s unmatched source for technology information and career 
development, offers a comprehensive array of industry-recognized products, services, and professional 
opportunities. Known as the community for technology leaders, IEEE Computer Society’s vast resources 
include membership, publications, a renowned digital library, training programs, conferences, and top-
trending technology events. Visit computer.org for more information on all products and services.
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